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Email:  jianghong.li@wzb.eu 

 

 

 Academic Qualifications 

 

1992  Ph.D., Sociology, Louisiana State University (Minor in Economics), U.S.A.  

    

1986  M.S., Sociology, Valdosta State University, Georgia, U.S.A. 

 

1982  B.A., English and English Literature, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 

Province, the People's Republic of China. 

 

Awards 

 

2007 - 2012  Curtin University Research Fellowship 

1992 - 1993 Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Washington, U.S.A.  

1987 - 1991 Doctoral Scholarship, Louisiana State University, U.S.A 

1984 - 1985 Rotary Scholarship, Valdosta State University (sponsored by the Rotary Club 

in Albany, Georgia, U.S.A.).  

 

 

Skills 

 

  Languages: fluent in written and spoken English and Chinese, in spoken German 

 

Research skill: a good knowledge of statistical methods (linear and non-linear 

regressions, survival analysis, log-linear models, structural equation models, multi-

level analysis and trajectory analysis using longitudinal data), extensive experience 

with SPSS and LISREL (some experience with STATA, SAS and LIMDEP) and 

analysis and management of large-scale data (health record linkage data, survey and 

census data).  

 

 

Positions Held 

 

07/2012 –present Senior Researcher, President’s Research Group, Social Science Research 

Center Berlin (Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung) 

 

08/2020 –  Adjunct Associate Professor, Bankwest-Curtin Economics Centre, Faculty 

of Business and Law, Curtin University 

 



06/2020 -- 06/2023 Honorary Research Associate, Telethon Kids Institute 

07/2013 -- 07/2019 Honorary Research Fellow, Telethon Kids Institute  

10/2010 – 10/2013 Adjunct Associate Professor, Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, 

the University of Western Australia 

 

10/2012 – 09/2018 Adjunct Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Population Health Research, 

The Curtin Health Innovation Research Institute, Faculty of Health Sciences, 

Curtin University  

 

01/2011 – 09/2012 Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Population Health Research, The Curtin 

Health Innovation Research Institute, Faculty of Health Sciences, Curtin 

University  

 

04/2009-12/2012 Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Developmental Health, Faculty of Health 

Sciences, Curtin University  

 

10/2007-03/2009 Research and Teaching Fellow, Centre for International Health and School of 

Public Health, Curtin University  

 

10/2007-09/2012 Honorary Senior Research Fellow, Population Sciences, Telethon Institute for 

Child Health Research 

 

10/2007-08/2022 Adjunct Senior Research Fellow, School of Paediatrics & Child Health 

University of Western Australia 

 

2003 - 2007 Senior Research Fellow supported by the NH&MRC Capacity Building Grant 

2002-2007, Telethon Institute for Child Health Research (80%) 

 

2000 - 2003  Research Associate/Coordinator for a health services research project, the 

School of Population Health, the University of Western Australia (60%) 

 

1996 - 1999 Not employed due to childcare responsibilities (Affiliate Research 

Associate, Institute for Social Policies, University of Göttingen, Germany 

(Not employed due to childcare responsibilities) 

 

1994 - 1996 Postdoctoral Research Associate, Department of Sociology, Swiss Federal 

Institute of Technology Zurich, Switzerland (60%) 

 

   Affiliate Postdoctoral Research Associate, Center for Studies in Demography 

and Ecology, Department of Sociology, University of Washington, U.S.A 

 

1992 - 1993 Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology, 

Department of Sociology, University of Washington, U.S.A (100%) 

 

1989 - 1991 Research Assistant, Department of Sociology, Louisiana State University, 

Baton Rouge, U.S.A 

 

1987 - 1988 Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, Louisiana State University, 

Baton Rouge, U.S.A. 

 



1984 - 1986 Graduate Student, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia, U.S.A. 

 

1982 - 1984 Interpreter, Foreign Affairs Office, Yunnan Province, the People's Republic 

of China. 

 

     Career Interruptions 

 

1996 - 1999 Not employed due to child care responsibilities. 

1994 - 1995 Part time work (60-80%) only. 

1994 - 2000  Multiple international relocations since 1994:  from The US to Switzerland 

in 1994, from Switzerland to Germany in 1996, and from Germany to 

Western Australia in 2000. 

2000  Change in research direction from sociology to population health and social 

epidemiology 

2000-2003  Employment 60% 

2003-2007  Employment 80% 

 

 

Teaching and Supervision Experience 

 

PhD student completion 

Eva Malacova (PhD) 2010 (UWA): Impact of health and social, economic, and psychological 

conditions in early life on educational outcomes in Western Australian children. 

 

Amanda Langridge (PhD) 2009 (UWA): Changing socioeconomic inequalities in neonate, 

infant and child health and development.  

(Primary Supervisor)  

 

Barbara Nattabi (PhD) 2012 (Curtin University): Fertility desires and intentions of HIV 

Positive Men and Women in Post-conflict Northern Uganda.  

 

 Brilliana Katterfeld (PhD) 2012 (UWA):  Motherhood after migration: Perinatal health in 

children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in Western Australia. 

(Primary supervisor) 
 

Carrington Clifford Joseph Shepherd (PhD) 2013 (Curtin University): The socioeconomic 

pattern of health and developmental outcomes among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children.  

(Primary Supervisor) 

 

Paula Wyndow (PhD) 2013 September (Curtin University): A gendered approach to 

democratic development theory.  

(Primary supervisor) 

 

Jessica Tearne (PhD) 2015 June (UWA): Parental age and mental health outcomes in 

offspring: Findings from the Western Australian Pregnancy Cohort (Raine) Study 

(Co-supervisor) 

 



Anett Nyaradi (PhD) 2015 April (UWA): Thesis title: The relationship between diet, 

cognitive performance and educational outcomes in a cohort of Western Australian children 

(Co-supervisor)  

 

Nan Hu (PhD) 2016 (UWA):  Thesis title: Deliberate self-harm and suicide in adolescents 

and youth in WA (Co-Supervisor)  

 

Norma Sarahi Resendez Chavez (PhD) September 1 2024- August 1 2026 (Herti School of 

Governance): Thesis title:  
 Consequences of nonstandard work schedules for parent well-being: A multi-country study. 

 

Master student completion 

1) 2008- Sole supervisor of Kristen Price (Master by course work, Curtin University): 

Title “Rural Women’s Status in Contemporary China and the HIV Epidemic in China”.  

 

2008- I have been the examiner of two Master student’s thesis at CIH, Curtin University: 

1)  Erin Law, The impact on care-seeking for early neonates after the introduction of Village 

Health Workers Trained in Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses (IMCI) in Matlab, 

Bangladesh 

2) Aleta Miller, A review of the outputs of the AIDS component of the Global Fund for AIDS, 

TB and Malaria - AIDS Round 3 phase-out grant in Myanmar. 

 

2024-2025 Kübra Akkaya (Free University Berlin), Media effects on political behaviour in Germany 

2017 
 

Honour student completion 

2011: Primary supervision of Jessica Hall (Honors student, UWA), thesis title “Mental heath 

in children and adolescents from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds”.   

 

2011: Co-supervision of Nicola Fenelon (Honors student, UWA), thesis title “Maternal stress 

in pregnancy and brain functions in adolescence”.  

 

2010:  Co-supervision of Janice Lim (Honors student, UWA), thesis title “Experience of Rett 

Syndrome in China.  

 

Postdoctoral Fellows mentoring  

2010-2012: Primary supervision of a postdoctoral fellow: Sarah Johnson, project title “Impact 

of parental work on the mental health of Australian children and adolescents”, funded by the 

Foundation for Children. 

 

2014-2-15: Primary mentor of a postdoctoral fellow: Till Kaiser, project title: “The 24/7 

economy and the health and wellbeing of family and children in Germany”, funded by the 

German Science Foundation.  

 

 

Other supervision and teaching experience 

2000 - 2003 Project coordinator and supervised staff and team workers on a NH&MRC 

funded project, the School of Population Health, UWA  

1998 - 1999 University of Göttingen, Germany 

   Teaching a course on gender differences in social mobility 



1987 - 1988 Louisiana State University, U.S.A. 

   1. Teaching introductory statistics courses for students of social sciences. 

   2. Assisting courses in introductory sociology, sociology of work, and 

regional sociology 

1979 - 1981 Kunming, Yunnan, China 

   1. Teaching English courses for high school students 

   2. Teaching English courses for natural scientists 

 

Membership of Professional Society 

Since 1989  American Sociological Association 

Since 1986  Population Association of America 

1995-2000  Research Committee on Social Stratification, International Congress of 

Sociology 

Since 2004  Research Committee on Family Research, International Congress of 

Sociology 

Since 2006  Research Committee on Population Studies, International Congress of 

Sociology 

2003 – 2006 Australian Epidemiological Association 

Since 2005  American Rural Sociological Association 



Publications 

 

Refereed Journal Articles  

    

1. Sarahi Resendez, Jianghong Li, Matthias Pollmann-Schult. Nonstandard work schedules 

and work-life balance in dual-earner households: The role of parenthood, January 2026, 

Journal of Family Research 38:1-22. DOI:10.20377/jfr-1259.  

2. Lim, M., Pollmann-Schult, M., & Li, J. (2025). Parents’ Work–Family Conflict and 

Children’s Emotional Well-Being: The Mediating Role of Parenting Behaviors. Journal 

of Family Issues, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513X251389214 

 

3. Caitlin Gray, Helen Leonard, Kingsley Wong, Sally Reed, Kate Schmidt, Rachel Skoss, 

Jianghong Li, Alison Salt, Jenny Bourke, and Emma J Glasson.  Down syndrome and 

Rett syndrome in the family: parental reflections on sibling experience. Journal of 

Intellectual and Developmental Disability. Published online first: 
https://doi.org/10.3109/13668250.2023.2225353. 
 

4. Jianghong Li, Wen-Jui Han, Anna Rönka. Editorial for Special Issue on the Challenges 

for Family and Child Well-Being in the New Era. International Journal of Social Welfare 

vol 32 (3) https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/ijsw.12620.  

 

5. Xinyue Ding, Jianghong Li, Li-yun Zhao, Zhen-yu Yang, Wenhua Zhao. Long maternal 

working hours were linked to obesity, underweight and stunting in children under age 5 in 

China. International Journal of Social Welfare (accepted on 23 March 2023).  

 

6. Jianghong Li, Heiko Giebler, Rebecca Wetter, Hannah Kenyon Lair and Julia 

Ellingwood.  Unequal electoral participation: The negative effects of long work hours and 

unsociable work schedules in Europe. European Journal of Politics and Gender  2023, 6 

(1), 92-113. https://doi.org/10.1332/251510821X16602019188175 

 

7. Jianghong Li, Plamen Akaliyski, Jan Paul Heisig, Simon Löbl, Michael Minkov. 

Flexible societies excelled in saving lives in the first phase of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

Frontiers in Psychology, 26 August, Section Cultural Psychology.  
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.924385 

8. Plamen Akaliyski, Michael Minkov, Jianghong Li, Michael Harris Bond, Stefan Gehrig.  

The weight of culture: Societal individualism and flexibility explain large global 

variations in obesity. Social Science & Medicine 307 (2022) 115167. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.115167.  

9. Li J, Kenyon Lair H, Schӓfer J, & Kendall G. (2022). Parents’ nonstandard work 

schedules and parents’ perception of adolescent social and emotional wellbeing. Journal 

of Family Research. https://doi.org/10.20377/jfr-776. 

10. Jianghong Li, Mareike Bünning, Till Kaiser, Lena Hipp.  Who suffered most? Parenting 

stress and psychological distress during the COVID-19 pandemic in Germany.  Special 

Issue, “Family lives during the COVID-19 pandemic in European societies” Journal of 

Family Research, 2021, Early View, 1–29.  

https://ubp.uni-bamberg.de/jfr/index.php/jfr/article/view/704/621 

https://doi.org/10.20377/jfr-704 . 
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Monthly Labor Review, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, July 2021, 
https://doi.org/10.21916/mlr.2021.17. 

12. Jianghong Li, Heike Ohlbrecht, Matthias Pollmann-Schult, Filip Elias-Habib, 

Parents’ nonstandard work schedules and children’s social and emotional well-being:  A 

mixed-methods analysis. Journal of Family Research 2020, 32(2), 330-356. 

https://doi.org/10.20377/jfr-371.  

13. Nan Hu, Catherine L. Taylor, Rebecca A. Glauert, Jianghong Li. The pervasive effects of 

timing of parental mental health disorders on adolescent deliberate self-harm risk. PLOS 

One 14 (2019), H. 8, e0220704 (doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0220704). 

14. Jianghong Li, Till Kaiser, Matthias Pollmann-Schult, and Lyndall Strazdins. Long work 

hours of mothers and fathers are linked to increased risk for overweight and obesity 
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Epidemiology and Community Health 2019; 73:723–729. doi:10.1136/jech-2018-211132 
http://jech.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/jech-2018-211132 

15. Dawson Cooke, Garth Kendall, Jianghong Li, Michael Dockery. Association between 

pregnant women’s experience of stress and partners’ fly-in-fly-out work. Women and 

Birth (2018). Online first https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wombi.2018.09.005. 

16. Till Kaiser, Jianghong Li, and Matthias Pollmann-Schult. The reproduction of 

educational inequalities: do parenting and child behavioural problems matter? Acta 
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and children’s social and emotional well-being. The Journal of Community, Work & 
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through labour camp detainees in Guangxi Autonomous Region, China. Journal of 
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2013, 52: 34-54.  
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CIs: Dockery M, Kendall G, Li J, Strazdins L, Chan F, Ong R, Seymour R, Mahendran A.  

Title: Housing and Children’s Development and Wellbeing: A Scoping Study. 

 

11.  Contribution as the named Supervisor to the successful application for Sydney Myer 

Health PhD Scholarship for Carrington Shepherd ($127,500 for 2009-2012: $42,500 per 

annum) funded by Sydney Myer Foundation (Nationally competitive) 

Title: Socioeconomic gradients in Western Australia Indigenous child health 

 

12. Australian Development Research Award 

CI: Yap L, Liu W, Wang X, Jiang W, Butler T, Wu Z, Li J (10%). 

Title: Strengthening China’s response to HIV, TB, and HIV/TB co-infection in labour camps 

(lao jiao suo) in Guangxi Autonomous Region: developing a prevention model to inform 

national policy (App ID: ADRA0800127, $306,700, 2009-2011: 2009 $154,200; 2010 

$114,500: 2011 $38,000) 

 

13. Foundation for Children (ID: 2010-039, 2011-2012 $160,000) 

CIs: Li J, Kendall G, Strazdins L. 

Title: Impact of parental work on mental health in Australian children 

 

14. ARC Linkage Project Grant (LP100200507, Total $2,094,275.00: 2010 $216,127.50; 

2011 $469,252.00; 2012 $513,592.00; 2013 $485,130.50; 2014 $317,418.00; 2015 

$92,755.00) 

Industry partners’ cash contributions: $1.5m; Total project cost: $3.6m. 

Title: Pathways, Policies and Prevention: Better Outcomes for Western Australian Children 

LP100200507 

CIs: Fiona Stanley, Helen Leonard, Nicholas de Klerk, Jianghong Li, Natasha Nassar, 

Stephen Zubrick, Catherine Taylor  

Partner Investigators:  Eddie Bartnik WA Department for Communities 

Patrick Walker WA Department of Indigenous Affairs 

Cheryl Gwilliam WA Department of the Attorney General 

Ian Johnson WA Department of Corrective Services 

Tim Marney WA Department of Treasury and Finance 

Terry Murphy WA Department for Child Protection 

Karl O'Callaghan WA Police 

Sharyn O'Neill WA Department of Education and Training 

Grahame Searle WA Department of Housing 

Ronald Chalmers Disability Services Commission WA 

Diana Rosman Department of Health WA 

Peter Flett Department of Health WA, Department of Health WA 



 

15. Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute Project Grant ($89,728, 2011-2012) 

Dr Michael Dockery, Dr Rachel Ong, Anusha Mahendran, Dr Garth Kendall and Dr Jiang 

Hong Li 

 

16. The US Studies Centre at the University of Sydney ($5,000, 2011) 

CIs: Jianghong Li and Joachim Singelmann 

Title: Determinants of child poverty in the high-poverty regions of the United States 
 

17.  Fritz Thyssen Foundation (10,000 euro, 2013) 

CI: Jianghong Li 

Title: Developing a Data Linkage System to Enable Innovative Research. 

 

18. German Science Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschft) (178,130 euro, 2015-

2016) 

CI: Jianghong Li and Matthias Pollmann-Schult. 

Title: The 24/7 economy and the health and wellbeing of family and children in Germany. 

 

19. NMHR (AUS$ 1,023,783.00, 2020-2023) 

CI: Emma Glasson, Helen Leonard, Jianghong Li et al.  

Title: Developmental disability in the family: Consequences for siblings. 

 

20. German Science Foundation (DFG) (256,976 euro, 2023-2026, Project No. 521362261) 

CI: Jianghong Li 

Title: Consequences of nonstandard work schedules for parent and child well-being:  

A multi-country study (NONWELL) 

  

   

Research Impact 

 

Li  J, D’Angiulli A, Kendall G. The Early Development Index and children from culturally 

and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  Early Years, 2007, 27: 221-235 (A review and 

critique). The paper has provided a rationale and basis for locating funds to develop culturally 

appropriate measures and suitable community engagement and community feedback 

processes suitable for communities with significant numbers of Indigenous and CALD 

children.  This led to a successful grant from Shell Australia and the Commonwealth 

Government (Department of Education, Employment and Work Relations) for the 

development and validation of the Indigenous AEDI (I-AEDI) (email correspondence with a 

member of the AEDI national project steering committee and one of the grant holders). The 

development and validation of an Indigenous AEDI (I-AEDI) is in progress and the 

Australian Government has committed to fund the next stage of a national roll-out which will 

include the development and validation of an AEDI appropriate for children from CALD 

family backgrounds.  

 

Stanley F, de Klerk N, Bower C, Li J (a major contributor to the scientific proposal), Ferrante 

A, Leonard H, Kendall GE, Cook J, Smith MB,  Mathews RP, Kraszlan K,  Vicary D, 

Patterson Y, Chalmers R, Freemantle J.  

Title: Developmental pathways to health, education and delinquency outcomes in Western 

Australia children: a holistic approach to inform early intervention strategies. LP0455417. 

This project has created a unique research infrastructure by linking population level, 



longitudinal data bases across jurisdictions (health, education, juvenile justice and child 

protection and police) in Western Australia. Based on the success of the project, the WA 

government has committed long-term funding to maintain this linkage as a valuable State 

infrastructure.  This data linkage is unique in the world and it has inspired national initiatives 

to create similar research infrastructure in other States. Also as a result of the success of the 

project, ten WA government departments have committed cash and in-kind contributions as 

partner investigators to a new ARC Linkage Project Grant application (pending) and maintain 

and extend this unique research infrastructure in WA which can also benefit researchers 

across the nation through interstate collaboration.  

 

Media Attention 

Wyndow, P., Li, J., Mattes, E. (2013) Female empowerment as a core driver of democratic 

development: A dynamic panel model from 1980 to 2005. World Development. 52(0) 34-54. 

 

Since the publication of this paper in December 2013 it has received a significant amount of 

attention, particularly in Europe.  The core findings from this paper were reported in the 

Tagesspiegel  (March 13th 2014) , which is the daily newspaper in Berlin, Germany and on 

the 8th March at 17:35 the International Women’s Day, the German National Radio Station, 

“Deutchland Funk”, broadcast an interview with the  second author of the paper on the key 

findings of the study and their implications for development policy worldwide.  

Thürgingen State Council for Women in Germany has requested an English version of the 

full publication for dissemination amongst its member organisations. This demonstrates that 

while the study mainly focused on developing countries, the findings also bears significance 

for gender inequality in developed nations.  

 

In June 2014 the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation (FES) interviewed Pauls and Wyndow and 

Jianghong Li about the publication.  The Friedrich-Ebert Foundation is Germany's oldest 

organisation committed to the promotion of social democracy worldwide. The interview was 

published the Foundation’s Gender Matters Newsletter, which is distributed twice per year to 

the FES’s 100 offices around the world. 

 

 

Li J, Sarah Johnson, Wen-Jui Han, Andrews S, Dockery M, Kendall G and Strazdins L. 

Parents’ nonstandard work and child wellbeing: A critical review of the literature. Journal of 

Primary Prevention (accepted 17th April 2013; published online first 10.1007/s10935-013-

0318-z) http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s10935-

013-0318-z 

 

This is the first comprehensive review of a new field of research on child health and 

development. The review was also funded by a nationally competitive grant (the Foundation 

for Children) and Dr Li was the lead applicant of the grant. The study findings were featured 

in The Daily Telegraph (the UK) and a major German TV’s website (RTL) and influential 

German newspapers (Sϋddeutche Zeitung and Mittelbayerische).   
 

Daily Telegraph: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/10488848/247-economy-

is-damaging-children-researchers-find.html 

A major German TV website: http://www.rtl.de/cms/ratgeber/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-kinder-

oft-fettleibig-und-lernschwach-34f68-6e0f-31-1723189.html  

 A major and very critical German newspaper: http://www.sueddeutsche.de/leben/job-und-

erziehung-kinder-leiden-unter-schichtarbeit-der-eltern-1.1833372  

http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s10935-013-0318-z
http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s10935-013-0318-z
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/10488848/247-economy-is-damaging-children-researchers-find.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/10488848/247-economy-is-damaging-children-researchers-find.html
http://www.rtl.de/cms/ratgeber/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-kinder-oft-fettleibig-und-lernschwach-34f68-6e0f-31-1723189.html
http://www.rtl.de/cms/ratgeber/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-kinder-oft-fettleibig-und-lernschwach-34f68-6e0f-31-1723189.html
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/leben/job-und-erziehung-kinder-leiden-unter-schichtarbeit-der-eltern-1.1833372
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/leben/job-und-erziehung-kinder-leiden-unter-schichtarbeit-der-eltern-1.1833372


 A southern German newspaper: 

http://www.mittelbayerische.de/nachrichten/panorama/artikel/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-

beeintraechtigt-kinder/990799/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-beeintraechtigt-kinder.html 

 A German women's website 

http://www.frauenzimmer.de/cms/kinderstube/erziehung/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-kinder-oft-

fettleibig-und-lernschwach-34f68-b200-16-1723189.html 

 
Sarah Johnson, Jianghong Li, Garth Kendall, Lyndall Strazdins, Peter Jacoby (author contribution ranked in the 

sequence of author names). Mothers’ and Fathers’ Work Hours, Child Gender and Behavior in Middle 

Childhood. Journal of Marriage and Family, 2013, 75: 56-74. 

 

This study was funded by a nationally competitive grant (the Foundation for Children) and Dr 

Li was the lead applicant of the grant and the mentor of the first author as a postdoctoral 

fellow supported by the grant. Dr Li played a lead role in the conceptualisation of the study, 

and she has contributed significantly to the data analysis, interpretations of the results and 

numerous drafts of the manuscript.   

 

The study findings were reported by ABC (Australia), the Live Science and Population 

Reference Bureau (the US) and major media outlets in Germany (eg, Spiegel, Deutchland 

Funk (Radio), Frankfurt Allgemeine Zeitung, to name just a few). A number of professional 

associations (eg, Working with Men Group in the UK and the Dentists Association in 

Germany) and individuals contacted the authors regarding their interpretations and further 

information on the study.  On 28th January 2014, the leading German newspaper Die Zeit 

published a report of the study findings online and 148 readers have posted comments on the 

study.  As a result from much media attention, the study has raised the awareness of the 

importance of fathers’ role in child rearing. Dr Li has been invited to speak about fathers’ 

role in child development at Working With Men Association in the UK in April 2014. The 

publicity of the study has also increased the interest and the reputation of the Raine Cohort 

Study, particularly among the researchers outside Australia working on the similar, but much 

larger, childhood cohort studies currently underway.  

 

Carrington Shepherd, Jianghong Li, Steve Zubrick. Socioeconomic disparities in physical 

health among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in Western Australia. Ethnicity 

& Health 2012, 1-23, iFirst article.  The authors were interviewed  by the WA Science 

Network and the publication was featured on a major website for Aboriginal health research:   

http://sciencewa.net.au/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge/item/1297-aboriginal-health-

complexly-linked-to-socioeconomic-factors. 

 

von Katterfeld B,  Li J, McNamara B, Langridge AT. Maternal and neonatal outcomes 

associated with gestational diabetes in women from culturally and linguistically diverse 

(CALD) backgrounds in Western Australia. Diabetic Medicine 2012, The first author was 

interviewed by the Australian Doctors Magazine and an article was written about this 

research and published in this magazine. 

 

Oddy W, Li J, Zubrick SR, Whitehouse AJO, Malacova E. Breastfeeding duration and 

academic achievement at ten years. Pediatrics 2011;127;e137-e145. I played a lead role in 

the conceptualisation of the study and was responsible for the conduct of the analysis.   
 

This is one of the few studies in the world that has linked breastfeeding to children’s school 

performance. Dr Li played a lead role in the conceptualisation of the study and was 

http://www.mittelbayerische.de/nachrichten/panorama/artikel/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-beeintraechtigt-kinder/990799/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-beeintraechtigt-kinder.html
http://www.mittelbayerische.de/nachrichten/panorama/artikel/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-beeintraechtigt-kinder/990799/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-beeintraechtigt-kinder.html
http://www.frauenzimmer.de/cms/kinderstube/erziehung/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-kinder-oft-fettleibig-und-lernschwach-34f68-b200-16-1723189.html
http://www.frauenzimmer.de/cms/kinderstube/erziehung/schichtarbeit-der-eltern-kinder-oft-fettleibig-und-lernschwach-34f68-b200-16-1723189.html
https://owa.ichr.uwa.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://sciencewa.net.au/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge/item/1297-aboriginal-health-complexly-linked-to-socioeconomic-factors
https://owa.ichr.uwa.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://sciencewa.net.au/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge/item/1297-aboriginal-health-complexly-linked-to-socioeconomic-factors


responsible for the conduct of the analysis.  This research has attracted a great deal of 

international media attention (The US and Australia) and the authors were bombarded with 

questions and comments from the general public around the world. 

 

The world renowned expert Professor Michael Kramer from McGill University comments in 

his editorial: “This study is one of the best studies carried in the area” and the authors 

“have made an important contribution to the evidence base” (Kramer M. Long-term 

behavioural consequences of infant feeding: The Limits of Observational Studies. The 

Journal of Pediatrics, 2010; 156: 524) (Oddy WH,  Kendall GE, Li J, Jacoby J,  Robinson M,  

de Klerk NH,  Silburn SR,  Zubrick SR, Landau L, Stanley FJ. The long-term effects of 

breastfeeding on adolescent mental health: a pregnancy cohort study followed for 14 years. 

The Journal of Pediatrics 2010; 156:568-574. 

 

Oddy WH,  Kendall GE, Li J, Jacoby J,  Robinson M,  de Klerk NH,  Silburn SR,  Zubrick 

SR, Landau L, Stanley FJ. The long-term effects of breastfeeding on adolescent mental 

health: a pregnancy cohort study followed for 14 years. The Journal of Pediatrics 2010; 

156:568-574. 

 

The following publications have received a great deal of attention from the media and the 

general public. I contributed to the conceptualisation of the study, design of the analysis, 

interpretation of the results and multiple drafts of the manuscript.  

 

Dockery M, Li J, Kendall G. Parents work patterns and adolescent health and wellbeing. 

Social Science & Medicine (2009).  The paper has received national and local media attention 

(Canberra Times 16/12/2008, Courier Mail (Brisbane) 16/12/2008, Sindh Today and 

Thaindian News (Sydney) 07/01/2009) on our findings that shift work has no detrimental 

impact on adolescents from two-parent families but it does have a negative impact on 

adolescents from single-parent families. This is one of few studies worldwide that have 

investigated the impact of parental nonstandard work on the health and wellbeing of children, 

and the first Australian study on this topic. 

 

Robinson M, Oddy W,  Li J, Kendall G, de Klerk N, Silburn SR, Stanley FJ, Zubrick SR. 

Pre-and post-natal influences on preschool mental health: A large-scale cohort study. The 

Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 49(10): 1118-1128. The first author of this 

publication was interviewed by Sydney Morning Herald about the significance of the study to 

which I have made a substantive contribution. 

 

Oddy W, Li J, Landsborough L, Kendall G, Henderson S, Downie J. The association of 

maternal overweight and obesity with breastfeeding duration. The Journal of Pediatrics 2006 

(August);149 (2):185-91. The fist author was interviewed by the Associated Press. I contributed 

to the paper as a senior author and I was mainly responsible for the conceptualization of the 

paper. 

 

  
 


