ALEXANDER SCHMOTZ

WZB Berlin Social Science Center WorangelstralRe 69 | 10997 Berlin
Department of Global Governance alex.schmotz@gmx.de
Reichpietschufer 50 | 10785 Berlin

alexander.schmotz@wzb.eu

Positions

WZB BERLIN SOCIAL SCIENCE CENTER
Pl, The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding, 04/2024 — 03/2027
Senior Research Fellow, Department of Global Governance, 04/2023 — 03/2027
Guest Researcher, Department Transformations of Democracy, 01/2023 — 03/2023
Senior Research Fellow, Department of Global Governance, 11 — 12/2022
Guest Researcher, Department Transformations of Democracy, 09 — 10/2022
Senior Research Fellow, Department Transformations of Democracy, 07 — 08/2022
Parental Leave, 02 — 04/2021, 10/2021 — 06/2022
Senior Research Fellow, Department of Democracy and Democratisation, 01/2017 — 09/2021

HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITY BERLIN
Guest Professor of International Politics (Vertretungsprofessur), 04/2019 — 10/2019

KING’S COLLEGE LONDON
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of War Studies, 02/2014 — 12/2016
(ERC Starting Grant “International Dimensions of Authoritarian Rule”, PI Oisin Tansey)

WZB BERLIN SOCIAL SCIENCE CENTER
Doctoral Research Fellow, Department of Democracy and Democratisation, 02/2011 — 01/2014
(DFG grant “Critical Junctures and the Survival of Dictatorships”, PI Wolfgang Merkel)
Doctoral Research Fellow, Department of Democracy and Democratisation, 01/2010 — 06/2010

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Parliamentary Assistant to Hiltrud Breyer, MEP, 04/2008 — 12/2008

Education

HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITY BERLIN
Dr phil (PhD) in Political Science (Summa Cum Laude), 10/2008 — 02/2014
Thesis: The Survival of Hybrid Regimes. Balancing Institutional Tension
Supervisor: Professor Wolfgang Merkel

HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITY BERLIN
Diplom (MA) in Social Sciences (Grade 1.2, Distinction), 10/2001 — 07/2008
Thesis: Bodenschéatze und Demokratisierung [Mineral Resources and Democratisation]
Supervisor: Professor Wolfgang Merkel

UNIVERSITY OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY, BILBAO
Erasmus Exchange Semester, 09/2005 — 04/2006

UNIVERSITY OF POTSDAM
MA Sociology and Political Science, 10/2000 — 10/2001
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Research Grants & Award

FRITZ THYSSEN FOUNDATION 2023
Three-year funding for project “The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding”
~300,000€

ERC STARTING GRANT 2020 (funding recommendation)
Project proposal “Autocratic Regimes and Democratic Backsliding (ARDEM)”
2" stage evaluation result A (“meets ERC criteria of excellence, recommended for funding”)

IDCAR RESEARCH GRANT 2016
Leibniz research network “International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes”
Project proposal “Tweeting Autocracy. Twitter Networks and International Autocratic Linkage”
8,000€

ECPR EUROPEAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ARTICLE OF THE YEAR 2015
For “Vulnerability and Compensation: Constructing an Index of Cooptation in Autocratic Regimes”.
In: European Political Science 14 (4): 439-457.
£500

BGSS TEACHING FELLOWSHIP 2011
Humboldt-University Berlin, Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences
7,200€

BERLIN GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES (BGSS) PHD SCHOLARSHIP 2008 — 2011
Humboldt-University Berlin
43,200€

DFG RESEARCH GRANT [Sachbeihilfe] 2010 — 2014
German Research Foundation [Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft]
Leading contribution to grant application “Critical Junctures and the Survival of Dictatorships”
Applicant and PI: Professor Wolfgang Merkel
642,000€

Fellowships

GERMAN INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL AND AREA STUDIES (GIGA)
IDCAR Visiting Fellow, 02/2018 — 03/2018

(Leibniz network “International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes”)

VARIETIES OF DEMOCRACY INSTITUTE
V-Dem Visiting Fellow, University of Gothenburg, 08/2017

Peer-Reviewed Publications

Kreuder-Sonnen, Christian, Alexander Schmotz, and Michael Ziirn. 2025 (Revise & Resubmit). ,,The
Complex Effect of Regime Complexity.*“ European Journal of International Relations 31.

Schmotz, Alexander, and Oisin Tansey. 2023. “Do institutions matter in a crisis? Regime type and decisive
responses to Covid-19.” Democratization 30 (5): 938-59.

Schmotz, Alexander, and Oisin Tansey. 2018. “Regional Autocratic Linkage and Regime Survival.”
European Journal of Political Research 57 (3): 662-86.

Tansey, Oisin, Kevin Koehler, and Alexander Schmotz. 2017. “Ties to the Rest. Autocratic Linkages and
Regime Survival.” Comparative Political Studies 50 (9): 1221-54.

Mgller, Jgrgen, Alexander Schmotz, and Svend-Erik Skaaning. 2015. “Economic Crisis and Democratic
Breakdown in the Interwar Years: A Reassessment.” Historical Social Research 42 (2): 301-18.



Peer-Reviewed Publications, continued

Schmotz, Alexander. 2015. “Vulnerability and Compensation: Constructing an Index of Co-optation in
Autocratic Regimes.” European Political Science 14 (4): 439-57.

Gerschewski, Johannes, Wolfgang Merkel, Alexander Schmotz, Christoph H. Stefes, and Dag Tanneberg.
2012. “Warum iiberleben Diktaturen?” Politische Vierteljahresschrift (Sonderheft 47): 106-31.

Publications Without Peer-Reviewing
Book Chapters

Schmotz, Alexander. 2020. “Demokratische Legitimitdt und Democratic Backsliding.” In
Legitimitatsprobleme, edited by Sascha Kneip, Wolfgang Merkel, and Bernhard Wel3els, 365-86.
Wiesbaden: Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden.

Schmotz, Alexander. 2019. “Hybrid Regimes.” In Oxford Handbook of Transformation, edited by Wolfgang
Merkel, Raj Kollmorgen, and Hans-Jurgen Wagener, 521-25. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Schmotz, Alexander. 2017. “Defekte Autokratie.” In Demokratie, Diktatur, Gerechtigkeit: Festschrift fir
Wolfgang Merkel, edited by Aurel Croissant, Sascha Kneip, and Alexander Petring, 593-618. Wiesbaden:
Springer VS.

Schmotz, Alexander. 2015. “Hybride Regime.” In Handbuch Transformationsforschung, edited by Raj
Kollmorgen, Wolfgang Merkel, and Hans-Jirgen Wagener, 561-67. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag fiir
Sozialwissenschaften.

Journal Articles with Editor Reviewing

Schmotz, Alexander. 2018. “Der Club der Diktatoren. Ursachen und Folgen der internationalen Kooperation
von Autokratien.” WZB-Mitteilungen (160): 43-45.

Stefes, Christoph H, Alexander Schmotz, and Wolfgang Merkel. 2011. “Diktatorenddmmerung Nordafrika
und Nahost: Schwache Regime und starke Oppositionsbewegungen.” WZB-Mitteilungen (133): 25-28.

Schmotz, Alexander. 2010. “Die Vermessung der Grauzone: Hybride Regime zwischen Demokratie und
Diktatur.” Berliner Debatte Initial 21 (3): 54-66.

Blogposts

Schmotz, Alexander, Oisin Tansey, and Kevin Koehler. 2017. “Autocrats in Outer Space. International
Autocratic Linkage and Regime Survival.” https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2017/11/.

Koehler, Kevin, Alexander Schmotz, and Oisin Tansey. 2016. “Why It’s Good for Dictators to Have Dictator
Friends.” https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/09/15/why-its-good-for-dictators-
to-have-dictator-friends/.

Schmotz, Alexander. 2013. “Die dritte Welle der Demokratisierung oder — die erste Welle der
Hybridisierung? [The Third Wave of Democratization — Or First Wave of Hybridization?].”
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2013/09/06/die-dritte-welle-der-demokratisierung-oder-die-erste-welle-der-
hybridisierung/.

Edited Special Issue

Schmotz, Alexander, and Dag Tanneberg, eds. 2010. “Autokratie heute.” Special issue, Berliner Debatte
Initial 21 (3).

Newspaper Article

Schmotz, Alexander. 2012. “Freiheit als Dilemma. Ein wenig Demokratie stort nicht - Vom Siegeszug der
Wahlautokratie.” Stiddeutsche Zeitung, May 25.



Current Research

The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding
Pl in three-year project funded by Fritz-Thyssen-Foundation

Autocracy Promotion in Democracies? External Autocratic Interference and Democratic Backsliding
Research programme at WZB, 2023 — 2027

Autocratic Foreign Policy
Book chapter in Encyclopaedia of Authoritarian Politics, edited by Thomas Ambrosio and Stephen Hall

Towards a Typology of Contestation
(with Michael Ziirn, Lena Roéllicke, Max Weckemann, Nieves Fernandez, and Stephan Gosepath)
Book manuscript

Birds of a Feather: Congruent Regimes, Material Interest, and Autocratic Cooperation
(with Qisin Tansey)
Working Paper

Courses Taught
Humboldt-University Berlin, Institute for Social Sciences

International Theories of Democratic Backsliding, BA Social Sciences, 2019
Overall student evaluation: 3.95/4

The International Politics of Authoritarian Rule, MA Social Sciences, 2019
Overall student evaluation: 3.62/4

Survival Analysis in International Relations, MA Social Sciences, 2019
Overall student evaluation: 3.88/4

Dissertation Colloquium, BA, MA & PhD, 2019

Survival Analysis in The Social Sciences, MA Social Sciences, 2018
Overall student evaluation: 4.00/4

Vergleichende Autokratieforschung [Comparative Authoritarianism], BA Social Sciences, 2013
(taught jointly with Johannes Gerschewski)

Einfiuhrung in die vergleichende Politikwissenschaft und internationalen Beziehungen [Introduction to
Comparative Politics and International Relations], BA Social Sciences, 2010

King’s College London, Department of War Studies

Authoritarian Regimes and International Politics
MA Conflict, Security, And Development, 2016 (taught jointly with Qisin Tansey)
Overall student evaluation: 4.30/5
Quantitative Methods for the Non-Specialist
PhD module Research Methods and Design (single session), 2016
Quantitative Methods for the Non-Specialist
PhD module Research Methods and Design (single session), 2015

Supervision
MA

Paul Bochtler, MA, Free University Berlin, 2021

Gerelmaa Mandaa, MA (2nd reader), Humboldt-University Berlin, 2021
Larissa Boese, MA (2nd reader), Humboldt-University Berlin, 2020
Philipp Hummel, MA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2019

Sascha Riaz, MA, Free University Berlin, 2017

BA

Nomin Khulan, BA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2021
Felix Ochtrop, BA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2021
Maria Strejckova, BA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2021
Malin Neumuller, BA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2020



Gabriel Rinaldi, BA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2020
Hannah Frank, BA, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2019

WZB Department PhD Mentor, 2017 — 2021

Julian Bruckner, Humboldt-University Berlin
From Military Dictatorship to Democratic Civilian Control. Military Historical Legacies in Latin
America

Saara Inkinen, Humboldt-University Berlin
Structuring Survival? Party Systems, Cooptation, and the Persistence of Autocratic Regimes

Ilyas Saliba, Humboldt-University Berlin
Perceptions, Sequence & Elite Cohesion in Authoritarian Decision-Making. The Effect of Spreading

Protests on Regime Responses

Dag Tanneberg, Humboldt-University Berlin
The Politics of Repression. Violence and Restrictions in Authoritarian Regimes

Invited Talks

All Backsliding is Global. The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding (with Lisa-Marie Selvik).
Paper presented at GIGA Conference “From Erosion to Breakdown? Navigating the Current Threats
and Opportunities for Democracy”, 24 — 25 April 2025, Hamburg.

Tweeting Autocratic Linkage. Twitter Networks of Authoritarian Regimes. Paper presented at The
Concluding IDCAR Network Conference, 16-18 May 2018, Hamburg

Elections vs Constitutionalism: Institutional Tension and Hybrid Regime Survival. Paper presented at the
Autocratic Diversity New Distinctions and Neglected Issues workshop, 28-29 September 2017,
Aarhus University.

Democracy or Autocracy after War? Autocratic Linkages and Post-Conflict Regime Trajectories. Paper
presented at VV-Dem lecture, 23 August 2017, Varieties of Democracy Institute, University of
Gothenburg.

Vulnerability and Compensation. An Index of Cooptation in Autocratic Regimes, paper presented at
Varieties of Autocracy Initiation Workshop, 1 June 2017, Varieties of Democracy Institute,
University of Gothenburg.

Diffusing Containment, with Oisin Tansey and Kevin Koehler. Paper presented at The International
Dimension of Vertical Threats and Regime Security in Authoritarian Regimes workshop. 16-17
February 2017, University of Heidelberg.

Regime Type, Strategic Interest, and Autocratic Cooperation, with Qisin Tansey. Paper presented at the
Third Network Conference of the International Diffusion and Cooperation of Autocratic Regimes
(IDCAR) Network. 29-30 September 2017, Oxford University.

Regional Linkage and Regime Survival, with Oisin Tansey. Paper presented at the Second IDCAR Network
Conference Regional Clusters of Authoritarian Diffusion and Cooperation: Interest vs. Ideology? 2-3
October 2015, University of Texas at Austin.

What are Hybrid Regimes? And What, If Anything, Makes them Attractive? Presentation at What Makes
New Forms of Authoritarianism so Attractive? Rethinking the Shades between Authoritarian and
Democratic Rule workshop. 6-7 November 2014, WZB Berlin Social Science Center.

Autocratic Linkage and Regime Survival, with Oisin Tansey and Kevin Koehler. Paper presented at the
International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes Network (IDCAR) conference.
17-19 December 2014, German Institute for Global and Regional Studies (GIGA), Hamburg.

The Dynamics of Hybrid Regimes. Constitutionalism in Defective Democracies and Electoral Autocracies.
Paper presented at workshop on 20-21 March 2013, Aarhus University.

Conceptualising and Measuring Cooptation. Presentation at GIGA-WZB Workshop on Autocratic Regimes.
9 March 2012, German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA), Hamburg.

Wahlautokratie — Autokratie der Wahl! (Electoral Autocracy — Autocracy of Choice!). The Others. Event
organized by Siiddeutsche Zeitung. 25 October 2012, Munich.

Contrary or Contradictory? Autocracies and Democracies Between Dichotomy and Gradation, with Johannes
Gerschewski. Paper presented at Conceptualizing, Measuring, and Explaining Political Regimes:
Problems and Solutions workshop. 12 December 2011, Aarhus University.



Invited Talks, continued

The Three Pillars of Autocratic Stability, with Johannes Gerschewski. Paper presented at Conceptualizing,
Measuring, and Explaining Political Regimes: Problems and Solutions workshop. 12 December
2011, Aarhus University.

Critical Junctures und die drei Sdaulen autokratischer Stabilitat (Critical Junctures and the Three Pillars of
Autocratic Stability), with Johannes Gerschewski and Christoph Stefes. Paper presented at
Comparing Autocracies (Autokratien im Vergleich) workshop. 20-22 July 2011, German Institute of
Global and Area Studies (GIGA), Hamburg.

Presentations at Professional Meetings

Beacons of Backsliding? The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding (with Lisa-Marie Selvik).
Paper presented at ECPR General Conference, 12 — 14 September 2024, Dublin.

Beacons of Backsliding? The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding (with Lisa-Marie Selvik).
Paper presented at DVPW General Conference, 24 — 27 October 2024, Géttingen.

Beacons of Backsliding? The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding (with Lisa-Marie Selvik).
Paper presented at APSA Annual Meeting, 5 — 8 September 2024, Philadelphia.

Autocratic Interference and Democratic Backsliding. Paper presented at APSA Annual Meeting, 4 — 8
September 2023, Prague.

Autocratic Interference and Democratic Backsliding. Paper invited to APSA Annual Meeting, 31 August — 3
September 2023, Los Angeles.

The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding. Paper presented at ECPR General Conference, 30
August — 3 September 2021, Online Virtual Conference.

Do Institutions Matter In A Crisis? Regime Type and Decisive Response to COVID-19. Paper presented at
ECPR General Conference, 30 August — 3 September 2021, Online Virtual Conference.

The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Political Science Association, 30 September — 3 October 2021, Seattle, Washington, and
virtual meeting.

Do Institutions Matter In A Crisis? Regime Type and Decisive Response to COVID-19. Paper presented at
the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, 30 September — 3 October 2021,
Seattle, Washington, and virtual meeting.

The International Diffusion of Democratic Backsliding. Paper presented at ECPR General Conference, 24-28
August 2020, Online Virtual Conference

Change Comes From Within. Institutional Intercurrence and Regime Change. Paper presented at 27.
Wissenschaftlicher Kongress der DVPW , 25-28 September 2018, Frankfurt am Main

Diffusing Containment: Emulated Repression in Regional Protest Waves (with Kevin Koehler and Oisin
Tansey). Paper presented at the ECPR General Conference, Universitdt Hamburg, 22-25 August
2018.

Diffusing Containment (with Oisin Tansey and Kevin Koehler). Paper presented at 11" ECPR General
Conference, 6-9 September 2017, Oslo

Autocratic Linkage, the Duration of Sanctions, And the Survival of Dictators (with Oisin Tansey and
Jonathan Golub). Paper presented at the 112" Annual Meeting of the American Political Science
Association, September 1-4, 2016, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Interrogating the ‘Democratic Coup’ Thesis: The Limits of International Democratic Enforcement (with
Oisin Tansey). Paper presented at the 112" Annual Meeting of the American Political Science
Association, September 1-4, 2016, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Interrogating the ‘Democratic Coup’ Thesis: The Limits of International Democratic Enforcement (with
Oisin Tansey). Paper presented at the ECPR General Conference, 7-10 September 2016, Prague.

Autocratic Linkage, the Duration of Sanctions, And the Survival of Dictators (with Oisin Tansey and
Jonathan Golub). Paper presented at the 6" Annual General Conference of the European Political
Science Association, June 23-25, 2016, Brussels.

Democracy or Autocracy after War? Autocratic Linkages and Post-Conflict Trajectories (with Oisin Tansey
and Jonathan Golub). Paper presented at ISA's 57th Annual Convention, March 16-19, 2016,
Atlanta, Georgia.



Presentations at Professional Meetings, continued

Autocratic Linkage and Regime Survival (with Qisin Tansey and Kevin Koehler). Conference of the
Comparative Politics section of the German Political Science Association (DVPW), Hamburg,
February 25-27, 2015.

Inside Electoral Autocracy: Horizontal Control, Civil Liberties and Multiparty Elections. Workshop Series
“The Power of Elections in Autocratic Regimes. Stabilising or Democratising Authoritarian Rule?
Workshop II: Theoretical and Methodological Issues in the Study of Electoral Authoritarianism”,
Heidelberg, September 15-16, 2014.

Autocratic Linkage and Regime Survival (with Oisin Tansey and Kevin Koehler). Annual Meeting of the
American Political Science Association, Washington, August 27-31, 2014.

Event History Analysis in the Study of Regime Change (with Jonathan Golub). Annual Meeting of the
American Political Science Association, Washington, August 27-31, 2014.

Economic Crisis and Democratic Breakdown in the Interwar Years: A Reassessment (with Jargen Mgaller
and Svend-Erik Skaaning). Council for European Studies Conference, Amsterdam, 25-27 June 2013.

Vulnerability and Compensation. Measuring Co-optation in Autocratic Regimes (with Dag Tanneberg). 22"
International Political Science Association World Congress of Political Science, Madrid, July 8-12,
2012.

Patterns of Persistence. Subtype Sequence and Incumbent Turnover in Autocratic Regimes (with Dag
Tanneberg). 2™ European Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Berlin, June 21-23, 2012.

Contrary or Contradictory? Autocracies and Democracies Between Dichotomy and Gradation (with Johannes
Gerschewski). 6™ European Consortium for Political Research General Conference, Reykjavik,
August 24-27, 2011.

Of Hybrids and Hyphenates: A Dynamic Two-Dimensional Concept of Hybrid Regimes. European
Consortium for Political Research / International Political Science Association Joint Conference, Sao
Paulo, February 16-19, 2011.

The Dynamics of Hybrid Regimes: Surviving Institutional Tension. 3" ECPR Graduate Conference, Dublin,
August 30-September 1, 2010.

The Dynamics of Hybrid Regimes. 3" Graduate Network Conference, University Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona,
March 18-20, 2010.

Services to the Profession
Institutional Roles

Ombudsperson, WZB Berlin Social Science Center, 2024 — 2027

Scientific council representative, WZB Berlin Social Science Center, 2017 — 2022

Doctoral Student Speaker, Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences, Humboldt-University Berlin, 2009 —
2011

Conference and Workshop Organisation

Authoritarian Politics and International Relations (APIR, Workshop Website), Monthly seminar series at
WZB, 2018 — 2021

Berliner Diktatorenstammtisch [Berlin Dictatorship Researchers], Networking event series, 2017 — 2018

Kurt Weyland: Autocratic Waves in Europe and Latin America: Diffusion and Counter-Diffusion, book
preview, WZB Berlin Social Science Center, 15 November 2017

Studying Authoritarianism After the Arab-Spring, conference section at 11" ECPR General Conference,
Oslo, 6-9 September 2017 (Convened jointly with Kevin Koehler)

The International Dimension of Authoritarian Rule, workshop, King’s College London, 15-16 December
2016

Legitimation, Repression, and Cooptation: What Explains the Survival of Autocracies? Conference panel,

conference of the comparative politics section of the German Political Science Association (DVPW),
Philipps University Marburg, 29-31 March 2012 (Co-chaired with Dag Tanneberg)



https://www.wzb.eu/de/veranstaltungen/seminarreihen/authoritarian-politics-and-international-relations

Conference and Workshop Organisation, continued

Overcoming Regime Crises: Survival and Demise of Autocracies, conference panel, ECPR / IPSA Joint
Conference, University of Sao Paulo, 16-19 February 2011 (Co-chaired with Wolfgang Merkel and
Johannes Gerschewski)

Cooptation and Authoritarian Regime Stability, conference panel at 6" ECPR General Conference,
Reykjavik, 24-27 August 2011 (Co-chaired with Johannes Gerschewski)

Referee

American Political Science Review
Comparative Political Studies

European Journal of Political Research
Democratization

European Political Science

Political Science

Government and Opposition
International Studies Quarterly

Journal of Comparative Politics
Democracy and Security

Polish National Science Centre

Politics and Governance

Studies of Transition States and Societies
Zeitschrift fir vergleichende Politikwissenschaft
Australian Journal of Political Science



